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INFO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 

UNCLAS PORT OF SPAIN 0425 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, ELAB, SEDU, TD 

SUBJECT: DEMONSTRATORS CLOSE TRINIDAD CAMPUS OF UNIVERSITY 
OF THE WEST INDIES 

1 . THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE ST. AUGUSTINE CAMPUS OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES CLOSED THE TRINIDAD BRANCH 
UNIVERSITY ON FEBRUARY 9 FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD FOLLOWING 
SEVERAL DAYS OF DEMONSTRATIONS, VANDALISM AND ACTS 

OF INTIMIDATION BY STUDENTS AND MEMBERS OF THE NON-ACADEMIC 
STAFY. THE DEMONSTRATORS VANDALIZED SEVERAL BUILDINGS ON 
THE CAMPUS AND THEN SEIGE TO THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING. 

MEMBERS OF THE POLICE RIOT SQUAD WERE EVENTUALLY CALLED IN 
AND WERE ABLE TO DISPERSE THE DEMONSTRATORS EASILY AND 
WITHOUT FURTHER VIOLENCE. AT THIS STAGE THE UNIVERSITY WAS 
CLOSED TO ALLOW THE SITUATION TO COOL OFF. 

2. THE UNREST ON THE CAMPUS WAS SPARKED BY AN INCIDENT IN 
WHICH AN IRISH PHYSICS LECTURE ALLEGEDLY SPAT UPON A 
TRINIDADIAN TECHNICIAN EMPLOYED IN THE PHYSICS DEPART- 
MENT. THE ROOT CAUSES, HOWEVER, LIE IN THE WIDE-SPREAD 
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DISSATISFACTION WITH THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE UNIVERSITY, 
PARTICULARLY IN THE PHYSICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT, AND 
LONG-STANDING GRIEVANCES BETWEEN THE UNIVERSITY AND THE 
UNION WHICH REPRESENTS THE NON-ACADEMIC STAFF. 

UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS ARE MEETING WITH REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE STUDENTS AND THE UNION TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEMS. 

DESPITE THE UNION S ATTEMPTS TO POLITICIZE THE DISPUTE 
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AND WIDEN THE AREAS OF CONFRONTATION, THE UNIVERSITY IS 
EXPECTED TO RE-OPEN IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

3. COMMENT: THE TROUBLE AT THE UNIVERSITY WAS THE RESULT OF 
SEVERAL SEEMINGLY UNRELATED FACTORS OF RELATIVELY LITTLE 
SIGNIFICANCE, WHICH COMBINED TO FORCE THE CLOSURE OF 
THE UNIVERSITY FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE THE BLACK POWER 
DEMONSTRATIONS IN 1970. THE TROUBLE AT THE UNIVERSITY 
IS NOT, HOWEVER, RELATED TO POLITICAL ACTIVITY ELSEWHERE 
IN THE COUNTRY AND DOES NOT PRESAGE FURTHER VIOLENT 
ACTIONS EITHER AT THE UNIVERSITY OR IN THE REST OF THE 
COUNTRY. 

FAY 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS, CIVIL DISORDERS, VANDALISM 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 14-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PORTO00425 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770052-0005 

Format: TEL 

From: PORT OF SPAIN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770244/aaaabmxr.tel 

Line Count: 75 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: ae59cec6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Oct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3327740 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DEMONSTRATORS CLOSE TRINIDAD CAMPUS OF UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES 
TAGS: PINS, ELAB, SEDU, TD, UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ae59cec6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



